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Memorandum on Community Right-
To-Know Initiatives
August 8, 1995

Memorandum for the Administrator of the
Environmental Protection Agency and the
Heads of Executive Departments and
Agencies

Subject: Expediting Community Right-to-
Know Initiatives

The Emergency Planning and Community
Right-to-Know Act of 1986 (42 U.S.C.
11001–11050) (‘‘EPCRA’’) and the Pollution
Prevention Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 13101–
13109) provide an innovative approach to
protecting public health and the environ-
ment by ensuring that communities are in-
formed about the toxic chemicals being re-
leased into the air, land, and water by manu-
facturing facilities. I am committed to the ef-
fective implementation of this law, because
Community Right-to-Know protections pro-
vide a basic informational tool to encourage
informed community-based environmental
decision making and provide a strong incen-
tive for businesses to find their own ways of
preventing pollution.

The laws provide the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency with substantial authority to
add to the Toxics Release Inventory under
EPCRA: (1) new chemicals; (2) new classes
of industrial facilities; and (3) additional types
of information concerning toxic chemical use
at facilities. Community Right-to-Know
should be enhanced wherever possible as ap-
propriate. EPA currently is engaged in an on-
going process to address potential facility ex-
pansion and the collection of use informa-
tion. I am committed to a full and open proc-
ess on the policy issues posed by EPA’s exer-
cise of these authorities.

So that consideration of these issues can
be fully accomplished during this Adminis-
tration, I am directing the Administrator of
the Environmental Protection Agency, in
consultation with the Office of Management
and Budget and appropriate Federal agen-
cies with applicable technical and functional
expertise, as necessary, to take the following
actions:

(a) Continuation on an expedited basis
of the public notice and comment rule-

making proceedings to consider wheth-
er, as appropriate and consistent with
section 313(b) of EPCRA, 42 U.S.C.
11023(b), to add to the list of Standard
Industrial Classification (‘‘SIC’’) Code
designations of 20 through 39 (as in ef-
fect on July 1, 1985). For SIC Code des-
ignations, see ‘‘Standard Industrial Clas-
sification Manual’’ published by the Of-
fice of Management and Budget. EPA
shall complete the rulemaking process
on an accelerated schedule.
(b) Development and implementation
of an expedited, open, and transparent
process for consideration of reporting
under EPCRA on information on the
use of toxic chemicals at facilities, in-
cluding information on mass balance,
materials accounting, or other chemical
use date, pursuant to section
313(b)(1)(A) of EPCRA, 42 U.S.C.
11023(b)(1)(A). EPA shall report on the
progress of this effort by October 1,
1995, with a goal of obtaining sufficient
information to be able to make informed
judgments concerning implementation
of any appropriate program.

These actions should continue unless spe-
cifically prohibited by law. The head of each
executive department or agency shall assist
the Environmental Protection Agency in im-
plementing this directive as quickly as pos-
sible.

This directive is for the internal manage-
ment of the executive branch and does not
create any right or benefit, substantive or
procedural, enforceable by any party against
the United States, its agencies or instrumen-
talities, its officers or employees, or any per-
son.

The Director of the Office of Management
and Budget is authorized and directed to
publish this Memorandum in the Federal
Register.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11 a.m., August 10, 1995]

NOTE: This memorandum was published in the
Federal Register on August 11.
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Statement on Welfare Reform
August 8, 1995

Six months ago, I convened a Presidential
conference on welfare at the Blair House.
Democrats and Republicans from the Con-
gress to the State houses came to Washington
to forge a bipartisan agreement on welfare.

At the conference we agreed on the need
for child support to be a part of any welfare
reform legislation. Now, the bill passed in
the House and the legislation in the Senate
includes comprehensive child support re-
form.

Since the conference, we have agreed to
drop any inclusion of orphanages in welfare
reform. Since the conference, we have
agreed to require teen moms to live at home
and stay in school as a condition to receiving
welfare. Since the conference, we have
agreed that all recipients must sign a work
contract as a condition upon receiving bene-
fits.

In addition to the progress we have made
on a bipartisan basis of what welfare reform
legislation must include, I have signed a
sweeping Executive order concerning child
support collection from delinquent parents.
My administration is collecting a record
amount of child support, making responsibil-
ity a way of life, not an option.

This year alone I have approved a dozen
welfare reform experiments. The experi-
ments have included new proposals, among
them: requiring people to work for their ben-
efits, requiring teen moms to stay at home
and in school, requiring welfare recipients to
be held to a time limit, requiring delinquent
parents to pay child support, and requiring
people on welfare to sign a contract which
would hold them accountable to finding a
job. The State experiments now total 32
States reaching 7 million individuals.

It is time to put partisanship and politics
aside and to get the job done. The American
people deserve real welfare reform and have
been kept waiting long enough. We need a
bipartisan bill that ends welfare and replaces
it with work. I hope the Senate will place
welfare at the top of its agenda in September
and take swift action.

While Congress continues to debate wel-
fare, I will proceed with the far-reaching wel-

fare reforms I initiated with the States over
the last 2 years. We will continue to move
people from welfare to work. We will con-
tinue to require teen moms to stay in school
and live at home as a condition of their bene-
fits. I call on this Congress to join me in a
bipartisan endeavor, with politics aside and
the national interest at the center of our ef-
forts.

Remarks to the Progressive National
Baptist Convention in Charlotte,
North Carolina
August 9, 1995

Thank you. Mr. President Smith, I’m glad
you explained that whole thing because here
I was about to speak, I’d let enough time
go by between Gardner Taylor and me that
you could maybe forget some of my—[laugh-
ter]—and then you said, we’re going to wait
until after he speaks to sing ‘‘Oh Happy
Day.’’ [Laughter] But I think I understand
it.

To all the vice presidents and your conven-
tion secretary and Reverend Booth and many
of my friends who are here, Reverend Otis
Moss, Reverend Charles Adams, Reverend
Billy Kyles and Reverend Shepard. To my
wonderful friend Reverend Gardner Taylor,
thank you for what you said. I intend to tell
the story of the hound dog and the hare.
[Laughter] Where appropriate, I will give
you credit. [Laughter] To Governor Jim
Hunt—ladies and gentlemen, Jim Hunt may
be the most popular Governor in America.
He’s certainly one of the two or three finest
Governors in America, and a great friend of
mine. We’re glad to have him here. In
1979—that was a long time ago—when I had
no gray hair and he had much less—[laugh-
ter]—he nominated me to be the vice chair-
man of the Democratic Governors Associa-
tion. No one knew who I was. I was 33 years
old. And if it hadn’t been for that, I might
not be here today. Now, that may get him
in a lot of trouble down here for all I know,
but I will always be grateful to Jim Hunt for
the role he had in my life and the role he’s
had in the life of this State and Nation.

I have looked forward to coming here. I
feel at home. Most people down here don’t
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